SPEECHES

and produces all the more stupendous results. There-
fore the right of free speech is cherished because it
'gives the idea free movement, it gives the nation that
power which ensures its future development, which
Censures success in any struggle for national life, how-
ever stripped it may be of means and instruments. It
is enough that the idea is there and that the idea lives
and circulates. Then the idea materialises itself,
finds means and instruments, conquers all obstacles
and goes on developing until it is expressed and estab-
lished in permanent and victorious forms.

This right of free speech takes the form first of a
free Press. It is the Press which on its paper wings
^carries the idea abroad from city to city, from province
to province until a whole continent is bound together
by the links of one common aspiration. The right of
public meeting brings men together. That is another
force. They meet together on a common ground,
moved by a common impulse, and as they stand or sit
together in their thousands, the force of the idea within
moves them by the magnetism of crowds. It moves
from one to another till the hidden Shakti, the mighty
force within, stirred by the words thrown out from the
platform travels from heart to heart and masses of men
are not only moved by a common feeling and common
aspiration, but by the force of that magnetism prepared
to act and fulfil the idea. Then comes the right of asso-
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